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Editor's 
Message

Welcome to the 2025 edition of Creature 
Features. It has been quite a year for 
Camvet, with the delivery of a new MRI 
machine being a particular highlight. 

As well as funding large pieces of equipment for 
the Hospital, Camvet continues to fund smaller 
items too. In the past year we have funded two 
anaesthetic machines, fluid pumps and syringe 
drivers, an imaging dog teaching model, a portable 
equine ultrasound monitor, and an orthopaedic 
hip replacement system, to name but a few.

'None of this would be 
possible without the 
incredible generosity 
of our supporters.'

We continue to fund a number of Senior Clinical 
Training Scholar posts and, following the 
centralisation of library facilities to the West 
Hub building at the West Cambridge site, we are 
funding the refurbishment of the old library at the 
Vet School to turn it into a usable and pleasant 
study and small group teaching area for our 
students. None of this would be possible without 
the incredible generosity of our supporters.

I hope that you enjoy reading about the last year 
at Cambridge Veterinary School and what our 
supporters, students and staff have been up to. 
As always it is a very exciting time to be involved 
with Camvet, the Hospital and the Department 
and we look forward to keeping you up to date 
with developments over the coming months.

The new GE Voyager 1.5 Tesla MRI scanner

Liz Smith
Fundraising Executive and Newsletter Editor

Scan the code on your phone 
to visit the Camvet website
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Alumni Event 2026
Class of 1973

We are planning to hold an event in 2026 for all alumni of 
Cambridge Veterinary School to celebrate the 70th year 
of the Department of Veterinary Medicine opening the 
Madingley Road site. Details to follow, but we would be 
grateful if you could let us know if your contact details have 
changed and, if you have received this newsletter by post, 
could you please let us have your e-mail address so that we 
can contact you that way. Please send your details to
trust.office@vet.cam.ac.uk

Making a donation to Camvet
If you would like to make a donation to Camvet you can do this in various ways:

ቻ Send a cheque, made payable to Camvet, to us at our address on the back page.

ቻ Donate via our JustGiving page at https://www.justgiving.com/charity/ucvst

ቻ Donate to us via The University of Cambridge’s Giving Portal at https://www.philanthropy.cam.
ac.uk/give-to-cambridge/university-of-cambridge-veterinary-school-trust-camvet

ቻ Visit https://camvet.vet.cam.ac.uk/Support to find out more information and more ways to 
donate to Camvet, or email us at trust.office@vet.cam.ac.uk or call us on 01223 764475/337630
for more information.

Your support really does make a huge difference.

Is your Friend's subscription due?
The current membership rates are:

Club, Society or Company Life

Club, Society or Company

Individual Life

Individual

Family

Senior Citizen or Student

If you are interested in becoming a Friend of Camvet please contact us at 
trust.office@vet.cam.ac.uk

£1,000

£200 p/a

£300

£30 p/a

£50 p/a

£15 p/a

Your support really does make a huge difference.

Is your Friend's subscription due?

Club, Society or Company Life

Club, Society or Company

Senior Citizen or Student

If you are interested in becoming a Friend of Camvet please contact us at 

mailto:trust.office%40cam.ac.uk?subject=
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The Ed and 
Pat Brooks 
MRI Unit

We are delighted to announce the arrival 
of our new MRI truck at The Queen's 
Veterinary School Hospital (QVSH). 
Funded by generous donations to Camvet, 
with the most advanced specifications of 
any scanner available for small animals 
in the UK, it sets a new standard in 
veterinary imaging.

Marie-Aude Genain, Principal Radiologist said 
'We are excited to announce the arrival of our state-
of-the-art GE Voyager 1.5 Tesla MRI scanner. This 
advanced scanner delivers high-definition images 
of key areas like the brain, spine, soft tissues and 
joints quickly and efficiently. Our skilled Veterinary 
Radiographers and Diagnostic Imaging Specialists 
ensure timely, accurate diagnostics daily. A big 
thank you to the Diagnostic Imaging team for their 
dedication in enhancing patient care, and a huge 
thank you to Camvet and its supporters for enabling 
the machine to be purchased.'

Honouring Ed and Pat Brooks
The major share of the £1.58 million cost was paid 
for by an incredibly generous bequest from Ed and 
Pat Brooks. Ed became involved with Camvet as 
Hon Treasurer and later, in 2013, agreed to become 
a Trustee. Ed and Pat were amazing supporters of 
Camvet and the Vet School from their very first 
introduction - the most kind and generous people 
you could meet. Their gift enabled us to fund 
the majority share of the Unit and we were all in 
agreement that it should be named after them.

The major share of 
the £1.58 million 
cost was paid for 
by an incredibly 
generous bequest 
from Ed and Pat 
Brooks

Left to right: Lindsay Romano from IMV, Chloe Webb, Veterinary 
Radiographer, Breda Collins from GE Healthcare, Marie-Aude Genain, 
Principal Radiologist and Sarah Mooney, Head Veterinary Radiographer.
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Our Hospital is now equipped with 
this cutting-edge GE Voyager 1.5 Tesla 
MRI scanner, one of the most advanced 
systems available for veterinary patients 
in the UK. The scanner delivers high-
definition images with remarkable 
speed and precision, providing 
unparalleled diagnostic capabilities.

Why Choose Our MRI Service?
ቻ Expert Team: Highly trained Veterinary 

Radiographers and Diagnostic Imaging 
Specialists committed to delivering service 
with the utmost expertise and care

ቻ Unmatched Image Quality: High-
resolution imaging for precise diagnoses

ቻ Comprehensive Coverage: Suitable for a 
wide range of conditions and body areas

ቻ Maximum Availability: Available 7 
days a week with flexible appointments 
and emergency access when needed

Opening Hours
7 days a week - appointments available 
daily including weekends and emergency 
consultations available when required.

Are You a Veterinary Surgeon 
Wanting to Make a Referral?
Working together, we're committed to delivering 
excellent diagnostics and care. Contact the 
Hospital to arrange a referral or to discuss 
how our advanced MRI service can benefit 
your cases. We're here to support you and 
provide the best care for your patients.

Contact The Queen's 
Veterinary School Hospital:

Phone: 01223 337621

Email: hospital@vet.cam.ac.uk

Advanced 
MRI Service
Now Available 7 Days a Week
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Following a joint funding request to 
Camvet and the Marmaduke Sheild 
Fund, School of Biological Sciences, 
University of Cambridge, the 
Pauline Brown Clinical Skills Centre 
at Cambridge Veterinary School has 
now taken possession of an Equine 
Colic Simulator.

Colic is one of the most common emergency 
presentations in equine veterinary practice 
and it is essential that all new graduates can 
confidently and effectively triage equine 
cases from their first day on the job. 

'The colic model will 
ensure that all students 
can work up a case and 
practice their skills 
in a safe, non-urgent, 
supportive environment' 

Professor Anna Hollis, Teaching Professor in 
Equine Studies, said 'This is an amazing new 
resource for our students that will support 

Colic 
simulator

'Hermioneigh', the new equine 
colic simulator was named by 
5th year student Lara Savage. 

Joint Funding Provides a Colic 
Simulator for the Pauline 
Brown Clinical Skills Centre

6
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them from their very first year 
of study, as it also supports the 
development of husbandry 
skills such as putting on a bridle, 
headcollar, and rug, all the way 
through to the final year equine 
elective where students refine 
their skills in an area of particular 
interest.

'The colic simulator is versatile 
and simple to use, and can be 
used by the students under staff 
direction, and in self-directed 
open access sessions. This means 
students can practice skills before 
seeing cases on their final year 
clinical rotations, maximising the 
benefit derived by improving their 
confidence and practical skills.

'Being competent in this field 
is a requirement of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
the accreditation body of the 
veterinary profession, and so it is 
imperative that our students are 
capable of handling a colic case 
when presented with one. 
One of the major challenges 
is that clinical cases are 
unpredictable in their occurrence 

and so not every student will 
see a colic case during their 
time on equine rotations in 
their final year. This, coupled 
with the fact that the very 
urgent nature of the case limits 
the potential for students to 
practice their clinical skills 
in a 'real-life' context, makes 
ensuring sufficient skills 
development around cases of 
colic challenging.

'One of the major 
challenges is that 
clinical cases are 
unpredictable in 
their occurrence 
and so not every 
student will see a 
colic case during 
their time on 
equine rotations'

'The philosophy of clinical skills 
training is to never attempt 
something for the first time on 
a live animal, and the excellent 

competency in certain clinical 
skills in our students since the 
introduction of a variety of 
teaching models demonstrates the 
value of this approach. The colic 
model will ensure that all students 
can work up a case and practice 
their skills in a safe, non-urgent, 
supportive environment that 
would be impossible to replicate 
with the urgent nature of these 
clinical cases.'

A few weeks ago, Anna asked staff 
and students to help name the 
brand-new equine colic simulator. 
After a huge amount of creative 
submissions, and after careful 
deliberation, the winner was 
'Hermioneigh', submitted by fifth 
year student Lara Savage.

Hermioneigh is already hard at 
work supporting student learning 
and helping them to improve 
their skills. It is with grateful 
thanks to the joint funding 
initiative between Camvet and the 
Marmaduke Sheild Fund that this 
was made possible.

Colic in numbers
Colic is the #1 reason for horse 
owners to seek out of hours care 
or the most common reason 
for an emergency call out.

The majority of cases 
will respond to a single 
medical treatment, but up 
to 20% may be critical and 
require hospitalisation, 
surgery or euthanasia.
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Huge congratulations and 
many thanks go to our 
valiant teams who ran 
the 2024 and 2025 TCS 
London Marathons. All of 
our runners completed 
the 26.2 mile course with 
fantastic times, raising 
an amazing amount of 
sponsorship along the way. 

TCS London 
Marathons 

Danny Wingrove (2025)
Patient Owner

4hrs 4mins 45secs

'Running the 2025 TCS London Marathon for Camvet has been a true honour. I'm incredibly 
grateful for the privilege of representing such a meaningful charity—one that holds a special 
place in my family's heart due to the exceptional care they provided to Harry the pug at their 
Hospital. Thank you for all your love and support throughout this journey. I hope the money 
I've raised goes a long way in helping the charity and all the incredible work it does.'

Read more about Danny and Harry on page 19.

2024/2025
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Susannah Salter
Research Assistant
Department of Veterinary Medicine, 
University of Cambridge

4hrs 56mins 56secs

'The Marathon was an incredible experience, it was 
my first time covering the full distance, but pockets 
full of jelly babies kept me moving! The highlight was 
running over Tower Bridge just before the halfway 
point. The hardest part was the last mile or so, when 
I began honestly to wonder if I'd make it to the finish 
line... but I got there and even beat my target time!'

Matthew Davies
DIOSynVax

7hrs 20mins 52secs

Imogen Duncalf
4th Year Veterinary Student 
University of Cambridge

4hrs 12mins 32secs

'Thank you so much for the opportunity to run 
the marathon it was honestly one of the best 
experiences ever, I had such a great time!'

Fergus Fox
4th Year Veterinary Student 
University of Cambridge

4hrs 9mins 42secs

Robert Dudley
Small Animal Orthopaedic Surgeon
Queen's Veterinary School Hospital

3hrs 39mins 10secs

Paul Freeman 
Principal Neurologist 
Queen's Veterinary School Hospital

3hrs 14mins 49secs

Joseph Horner 
4th Year Veterinary Student 
University of Cambridge

James Ritzema
Cambridge University Alumnus

5hrs 16mins 58secs

'I was very happy to be able to run for Camvet and thank 
you for giving me a place. I thoroughly enjoyed the day and 
thought it was one of the best organised events I'd seen.'

Petros Odatzoglou
Senior Clinical Training Scholar in Oncology
Queen's Veterinary School Hospital

3hrs 39mins 10secs
raised
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Seven runners took part in the 2025 
race on Sunday 27th April. The 2025 
TCS London Marathon set a new world 
record for the biggest annual one-day 
fundraising event, with more than 
£75million being raised for charities. 
Our runners in the 2025 race became 
World Record holders themselves 
having competed in the Marathon with 
the largest number of finishers, with 
56,640 people crossing the Finish Line. 

Florence Slater
Cambridge Veterinary 
School Alumna

4hrs 56mins 56secs

'It was an absolute privilege to run the London 
Marathon for Camvet. The whole experience, 
from start to finish, was incredible.  As an 
alumni of Cambridge Vet School, I truly valued 
the opportunity to run for a charity that has had 
such an impact on my own life, and continues to 
do so much for veterinary students all over the 
world, the whole veterinary profession and, of 
course, animal welfare.'

Isobel Boothroyd
Final Year Veterinary Student
University of Cambridge

4hrs 9mins 46secs

'Running the London Marathon was an 
incredible opportunity – one that few get to 
experience – and I was lucky enough to do 
it on behalf of Camvet. Despite the heat the 
atmosphere was amazing, and I can honestly 
say I loved (almost) every minute of the race! 
Running to support and raise awareness for 
the vital work Camvet does in animal health, 
education and outreach was a meaningful way 
to give back to the charity that has supported 
me throughout my six years of study. A huge 
thank you to everyone who cheered me on and 
supported this fantastic cause!'

Lisa Jarratt 
Patient Owner

4hrs 00mins 36secs

'It was one of the toughest events I've done but 
the energy from the crowds was unmatched. 
Having my husband and our dog Cooper 
supporting me throughout the race, jumping to 
different mile markers to cheer me on, helped 
me to keep running. 

'I ran for Camvet because they have 
been amazing in supporting our rescue 
dachshunds, providing emergency care for 
spinal injuries. The IVDD (Intervertebral 
Disc Disease) Research Project at Cambridge 
Veterinary School, supported by Dachshund 
Health UK, has made such a huge 
difference to so many dachshunds lives.'

Florence Slater (left) & 
Sharon King-Livesey (right)
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Georgi Merev
Finance Division
University of Cambridge

4hrs 39mins 33secs

'It was amazing, thank you for allowing 
me to run and fundraise for Camvet.'

Sharon King-Livesey
Camvet Supporter

5hrs 54mins 15secs

'Representing Camvet at the London Marathon was a great 
privilege. The crucial work the charity does was brought to 
life when I toured its facilities, met team members and saw 
the animals being cared for. Camvet was incredibly supportive 
throughout the months of training and I was proud to amplify its 
important work and receive such generous donations.'

Run for Camvet
If you, or any of your friends or 
family, are interested in taking 
part in the London Marathon to 
raise money for Camvet please 
get in touch with the Trust Office 
at trust.office@vet.cam.ac.uk

Charlotte Hodds
Small Animal Ward
Queen's Veterinary School Hospital

4hrs 49mins 29secs

Lisa and Cooper Georgi Merev

Isobel Boothroyd
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Cambridge 
Half Marathon
On Sunday 9th March 2025 Veterinary 
School colleagues Niamh Casey, Phoebe 
Crawford, Emma Dobson, Morwenna 
Rodgers, Zoe Wynter and Head of 
Department of Veterinary Medicine Mark 
Holmes took part in the Cambridge Half 
Marathon to raise funds for Camvet. Along 
with the Vet School Team, client of the 
Hospital, Katy Rutterford also ran the race 
to raise money in memory of her dog Ruby.

After all completing the 13.1 mile race the team have 
raised over £3,680 which is an amazing achievement.

If you, or any of your family or friends, want to take 
part in an event to raise funds for Camvet please get 
in touch. We will be delighted to offer advice and 
support you in any way that we can.

After all 
completing the 
13.1 mile race the 
team have raised 
over £3,680

Head of Department of 
Veterinary Medicine Mark 
Holmes running the 2025 

Cambridge Half Marathon 
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Running in 
memory of Ruby
By Katy Rutterford

I ran the Cambridge Half Marathon on 
Sunday 9th March 2025 in memory of our 
beloved Ruby who we sadly lost last year. 

Our beautiful Ruby was not your average Labrador. 
She was very shy, except around those she loved, and 
except for when it came to food, she would always let 
us know when it was dinner time! Her preferred time 
was just before 4pm or, as we liked to call it, 'ten to 
tipping point'! Ruby was the cleverest girl you could 
ever imagine, she would pick up on tiny phrases or 
actions and know exactly what they meant. 

'Thanks to the QVSH we 
had many, many happy 
extra memories with Ruby 
including holidays to 
Cornwall, the Cotswolds and 
to the Norfolk coast where we 
celebrated her 10th birthday.'

Sadly, she was only nine when she was diagnosed 
with cancer. It was absolutely heart-breaking for one 
so young who looked and acted the picture of health. 
She was diagnosed with an oral melanoma which, we 
were told, was not common and was fast spreading. 
We quickly ruled out the option of chemotherapy as 
she shared her home with her two beautiful golden 
retriever brothers, and keeping them apart would 
have been too stressful for everybody. 

Ruby tried out a vaccine, which was new to this 
country, and it seemed to work well. In June 2022, 
when she was diagnosed, if we had done nothing at 
all she was only given a month to live. With the help 
of the vaccines, and the radiation she went on to 
receive at The Queen's Veterinary School Hospital 
(QVSH), we had an additional 18 months of happy 
memories with her, which was amazing. Our vet 
in Bury St Edmunds recommended the Cancer 
Therapy Unit at the QVSH to us as a last resort when 
the cancer started spreading terribly around her 
mouth. 

Ruby absolutely loved attending her sessions in 
Cambridge! She would run out of the car to be 
greeted happily by the lovely members of staff 
and, the few days after the radiation session, she 
would be buzzing with happiness. It was a joy to 
see! Amazingly, after her treatment, the tumour 
completely shrivelled up. Eating had been difficult 
for her and to see her going back to her usual happy 
self was incredible! Of course, as it often does in the 
end, the cancer started to spread to other parts of 
her body, including her lymph nodes. 

Thanks to the QVSH we had many, many happy 
extra memories with Ruby including holidays to 
Cornwall, the Cotswolds and to the Norfolk coast 
where we celebrated her 10th birthday.

When I signed up to run the Cambridge Half 
Marathon there was only one reason I wanted to 
do it, and one charity which meant the world to 
me. It was so amazing to hear people say to me it 
was refreshing to donate and give towards a lesser 
known charity, and it was such a great day to run 
in Ruby's memory. Cambridge is a beautiful city 
and now it means even more to me. The weather 
was glorious and the sunshine was definitely Ruby 
looking down on me!

Ruby and Katy
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The DePuy Synthes 3.5 mm TPLO Plate with Advanced Radial Compression (ARC) technology is 
now available for sale in the UK. The ARC plate is speci�cally designed to enhance both cranial and 
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Features & Bene�ts

New addition to the DePuy Synthes TPLO Family

Interested in the DePuy Synthes 3.5 mm TPLO ARC Plate? 
Contact your Ortho Specialist Jade Mclean on jmclea10@its.jnj.com
Visit our website to learn more at www.jjmdanimalhealth.com

TPLO ARC technology provides 

continuous, controlled, and directed 

compression across the osteotomy.
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Code  Proximal/Distal Holes  Orientation

VP4411.L3   3/3          Left 

VP4411.R3   3/3         Right

Speci�cations
3.5 mm Standard TPLO ARC Plate, 80 mm long, 3.7 mm thick.
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On Saturday 18th May 2024 a day of 
orthopaedic and neurological talks were 
held to raise money for Camvet. 
The event, sponsored by DePuy Synthes, 
was attended by veterinary delegates 
from around the UK and a number of 
Cambridge Veterinary School students.

The speakers on the day were Small Animal 
Orthopaedic Surgeon Robert Dudley, Principal 
Neurologist Paul Freeman and Veterinary 
Physiotherapist Matt Scott. 

Robert and Paul held the event to raise money 
towards their 2024 London Marathon Run for 
Camvet. Over £4,300 was raised and we would like 
to thank everyone who was involved, especially 
DePuys Synthes for generously sponsoring the day.

If you are a veterinary surgeon and are interested in 
attending a CPD day at Cambridge Veterinary School 
in the future please contact trust.office@vet.cam.ac.uk
to register your interest.

Orthopaedics and 
Neurology CPD 
Day for Camvet

Over £4,300 was 
raised and we 
would like to thank 
everyone who was 
involved, especially 
DePuys Synthes 
for generously 
sponsoring the day.

sponsored by

https://www.istockphoto.com/photo/scottish-fold-cat-in-the-veterinarian-clinic-with-female-doctor-gm1832810537-550889646
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Gold Status 
Cat Friendly 
Clinic
The Queen's Veterinary School 
Hospital (QVSH) is celebrating 5 
years as an accredited Cat Friendly 
Clinic, awarded Gold status by 
the International Society of Feline 
Medicine (ISFM).

As a Cat Friendly Clinic, our teams provide the 
highest standards of cat friendly care, through 
their understanding of the specific needs of cats. 
Clients can be reassured that when they entrust our 
staff with caring for their cat, they know how best 
to approach and handle them, and how to use our 
equipment in a way, and in an environment, which 
makes the experience more cat friendly.

Making the Hospital as cat friendly as possible has 
been a focus of Katie McCallum, Associate Teaching 
Professor in Small Animal Medicine. Of the QVSH's 
Gold status, Katie said 'We are delighted to have been 
recognised for the high-class services we provide 
for our feline patients. As a cat owner myself, it 
can be stressful bringing an unwell pet to the vets 

so I feel it is important that owners know that our 
facilities have been assessed as representing the gold 
standard to meet their pet's needs during their time 
with us.' With a special interest in feline medicine, 
Katie is a member of the ISFM's Expert Panel and 
a tutor on the University of Sydney ISFM Feline 
medicine distance education course.

'We are delighted to 
have been recognised 
for the high-class 
services we provide for 
our feline patients.' 
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Are you a veterinary 
professional who is looking 
to advance your expertise
in small animal cardiology?
If so why not join our Cardio Club - learn from leading 
experts in small animal cardiology.

The Queen's Veterinary School Hospital (QVSH) Cardio Club is growing, and 
we are excited to invite you to join us. If you are a veterinary professional 
looking to advance your expertise in small animal cardiology, this is the perfect 
opportunity to engage in case discussions, share best practices, and receive 
expert feedback in a supportive community. Don't miss out on the chance 
to be part of this exciting initiative and enhance your clinical knowledge.

The annual membership fee is £100, with all proceeds going to Camvet.

Membership Benefits
Exclusive access to expert talks: Learn from globally renowned 
specialists in small animal cardiology at quarterly evening meetings, 
starting at 7.15pm at Cambridge Veterinary School.

Case discussions: bring your own cases to discuss openly with experts 
and receive valuable feedback.

Networking opportunities: Connect with peers, specialists, and advanced 
practitioners in the veterinary field.

CPD hours: Earn Continuing Professional Development (CPD) hours from 
attending meetings. 

Specialist support: Access a dedicated e-mail for personalised advice and 
support from veterinary experts.

Stay updated: Gain insights into the latest treatments, clinical research, 
and best practice in veterinary cardiology.

Charitable contribution: Membership fees support Camvet, funding 
ground breaking projects to improve animal treatment and welfare.

Visit www.hospital.vet.cam.ac.uk/cardio-club to 
register or e-mail trust.office@vet.cam.ac.uk with 
any questions about becoming a member.

Sign up 
today and be 
part of the 
conversation!
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New General Practice for small 
animals launched at The Queen's 
Veterinary School Hospital
A new General Practice for small 
animals has opened at The Queen's 
Veterinary School Hospital (QVSH). 
The Practice is open to all.

The QVSH is a world-leader in animal health, 
clinical care and veterinary education. The new 
Practice offers a personalised, high quality, first 
opinion service. It benefits from on-site 24/7 
emergency care provision and a veterinary team 
with a wealth of general practice experience. 
Students studying veterinary medicine at 
Cambridge University will benefit from this 
new service, giving them greater opportunity to 
participate in the provision of general practice care. 

First Opinion Veterinary Surgeon Dr Hannah 
Pinnock graduated from Cambridge University 
with a degree in Veterinary Medicine in 2011, 
she said of the new service 'The new General 

Practice is an exciting venture that will expand 
the student's exposure to first opinion cases. This 
area of veterinary medicine is the very foundation 
of our profession. Having this new GP service 
fulfils our aims to excel as teachers of the next 
generation of first opinion vets, whilst providing 
high quality, contextualised care to our clients.'

'The new General Practice is 
an exciting venture that will 
expand the student's exposure 
to first opinion cases.'

You can register your pet(s) on-line at https://
www.hospital.vet.cam.ac.uk/small-animal-
general-practice-registration-form or e-mail 
qvshgp@vet.cam.ac.uk for further information.

First Opinion 
Veterinary Surgeon 
Hannah Pinnock 
with Casper
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Danny and Harry

We were delighted to be able to offer Danny a 
place to run in memory of his beloved Harry, and 
many thanks to Danny and his supporters for 
raising the amazing amount of money raised.

'We watched in amazement 
how the team of exceptional 
professionals worked hard 
to save our boy. Harry went 
from total paralysis to full, 
albeit wobbly, mobility.'

When Danny Wingrove returned his 
application form to be a member of 
our 2025 London Marathon Team he 
sent such a heartfelt covering letter 
it meant we really had to offer him a 
place. Danny wrote 'Although you don't 
know me personally, you hold a special 
place in the hearts of my family.'

'Back in May 2023 our beloved pug Harry suffered 
a stroke. We thought his time with us was up 
and we were going to lose him. That was until he 
entered the care of The Queen's Veterinary School 
Hospital (QVSH). We watched in amazement 
how the team of exceptional professionals 
worked hard to save our boy. Harry went from 
total paralysis to full, albeit wobbly, mobility.

'I would now love to give 
back to you as a thank you 
for all you did for him. For 
2025 I would love to run 
for you, to raise awareness, 
and vital funds to help you 
to continue in the world 
class care you deliver.'

'We always knew after this episode our time with 
Harry would be entering its final months. Indeed, 
in December 2023 he sadly passed away, but did 
so having had an amazing last six months that 
we didn't think he would. Six months to create 
memories, six months of being spoilt and six 
months of giving us his unconditional love.

'I would now love to give back to you as a thank 
you for all you did for him. For 2025 I would love 
to run for you, to raise awareness, and vital funds 
to help you to continue in the world class care you 
deliver. To help others who could maybe in a similar 
position to us have extra time with their pet. I will 
be celebrating my 40th birthday just before the 
Marathon and would love to celebrate that by running 
in memory of Harry and supporting a great cause.'
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IVSA (International 
Veterinary Student 
Association) Exchange: 
Bridging Cambridge 
and Samsun
By Rudi Bruijn-Yard
Cambridge University Veterinary Society (CUVS) President | IVSA president

During Lent Term 2025, IVSA Cambridge had the privilege 
of hosting five veterinary students from Ondokuz Mayıs 
University in Samsun, Turkey—one of the country's 
leading veterinary faculties. This exchange, and our return 
trip to Samsun later in the term, offered a remarkable 
opportunity to deepen ties between our institutions, 
share knowledge, and foster long-lasting friendships 
within the global veterinary student community.

Welcoming IVSA Samsun to Cambridge
Our exchange began with glorious spring sunshine and warm 
smiles as we greeted the Turkish students at the station. After 
settling into their host accommodations, we introduced them to 
life in a Cambridge with dinner at Downing College, an evening 
tour of College grounds, and a fiercely contested table football 
match won by our guests. It was immediately clear how much we 
had to learn from one another, with comparisons of university life 
already flowing. At Samsun, students either live on campus near 
the lab and pharmacology facilities or commute via tram from 
the city, a contrast to Cambridge's distributed collegiate living.

To give the Turkish students a comprehensive perspective of veterinary 
life here, their visit featured cultural, academic and practical aspects 
which we were delighted to share. We toured The Queen's Veterinary 
School Hospital showcasing our equine handling centre, large animal 
clinical skills labs—where we demonstrated intramuscular injections, 
milk sampling, and shoe removal—and the diagnostic imaging suite, 
with a tour kindly led by radiographer Alison Limentani. As one 
student remarked, 'It's amazing that you have so many opportunities 
to work with different animals early in your training.' Kim and Kathy 
from our Clinical Skills team kindly organised a session introducing 
intubation, urinalysis, bandaging, and surgical prep. This was 
particularly enjoyable for the younger participants and to exhibit 
the models to the Turks. 'It was my first time bandaging on a model,' 
remarked Tansel, a fourth-year from Samsun, 'In Turkey, we mostly 
learn these skills during hospital placements, so this was really special.' 
While our Samsun peers benefit from a high-volume clinical setting 

Downing College Formal 
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year-round, they noted our structured pre-clinical 
training and facilities were invaluable. Our guests 
were particularly impressed by our access to 
species-specific practise stations, something they 
noted was more limited in Samsun due to varying 
caseloads at the University Hospital and the majority 
of practical teaching done at the Hospital forum.

'From anatomy labs to 
hospital wards, rap quizzes 
to fjord hikes, this exchange 
connected students from 
across the continent in a 
powerful way.'

We were privileged to receive talks from 
Prof James Wood OBE on the impact of Brexit 
on disease surveillance efforts for notifiable 
diseases such as Bovine Tuberculosis and Avian 
Influenza and Prof Cinzia Cantacessi on Leishmania 
in Europe. Both professors showed tremendous 
enthusiasm for our exchange, particularly Prof 
Wood who has lectured for global IVSA events 
in the past and remarked on the value of the 
society. Both sessions sparked discussion about 
the impacts of national and cultural differences 
in veterinary practice. For instance, one Turkish 
student commented that the comparative efficacy 
of lateral flow immunoassay (LFIA) versus more 
common diagnostics in Turkey including PCR and 
serology—demonstrating how academic exchange 
was already expanding the student's horizons.

Our social program included a Formal Hall at 
Downing College where the Turks tried prawn 
cocktail for the first time, games night at Selwyn 
College, a dinner and quiz at Nanna Mex followed 
by the highlight of our calendar which was the 
trip to London. The Turkish students were always 
quick to entertain any activity we showed them 
and we even discovered that some of our favourite 
games are similar. Backgammon originates from 
a popular Turkish game Tamla whose routes can 
be traced almost 5000 years to games played 
in Persia, Mesopotamia, Egypt, Rome and the 
Ottoman Empire. We ended our time together 
with a whistle stop tour of the sites of London 
and an all-you-can-eat feast in Chinatown.

Throughout their time, our students bonded 
with their partners and one of the Turks, Duru 
recalled fondly, 'I count myself very lucky to 
have met everyone from Cambridge and to 
start new friendships. A core memory was 
when Joash took us to a hill where we could 
see the view while the sun was setting. 

Cambridge Visits Samsun
After months of anticipation, we landed in 
Istanbul en route to Samsun, immediately 
welcomed with warmth and humour—even 
from border security, who quizzed us on 
Premier League allegiances before directing 
us to a local kebab house. Our Turkish was 
promptly tested, giving us the opportunity to 
use our hastily acquired translation, 'Bir kebab 
lütfen,' delighting the guards and chefs alike.

Erfelek Tatlica Falls

(Continued on page 22)
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Our first full day featured a vast Turkish brunch—an 
array of cheeses, breads, dips, and a signature dish 
called menemen (a tomato-egg-cheese medley). The 
IVSA Samsun social media officer, Ulaş introduced 
us to a Turkish coffee ritual, reading our fortunes 
in the coffee grounds. 'Terrell's cup shows a dragon 
(bravery), but with 'closed paths' (shortened life) 
we can conclude that he has earned a brave death,' 
he joked. A campus tour led us to the impressive 
anatomy lab where Samsun students build their 
own skeletal models using cadavers, saprotrophic 
insects, and resin. The insects feed on the decaying 
flesh leaving only the skeleton and tendinous 
insertions behind. 'This hands-on approach is 
exceptionally useful for students to visualise 
anatomy in 3D,' one of us noted, comparing it to 
our classroom/dissection dual learning approach. 
We were also fortunate enough to shadow clinical 
procedures in the Teaching Hospital. Our highlights 
were observing a fracture repair using external 
fixators, and in another case, a glaucomatous cat 
for which the owners had declined consent for 
the use of sedatives. She was in such pain that 
anaesthesia was induced without pre-med using 
a scruffing approach and gloves for restraint. 

'This trip highlighted 
differences in teaching 
structure, surgical technique, 
specialisation, but also 
surprising similarities, 
like a demanding focus on 
anatomy, split curriculum 
and a familiar student 
camaraderie.'

These experiences highlighted cultural and 
practical differences, including facing challenges 
with owner consent and the integration of multi-
species care in similar regions of the same hospital. 
We noted surgical protocol variations too—such 
as the use of constant rate infusions (CRI) for 
ketamine, butorphanol, and medetomidine 
alongside inhalational anaesthetics, throughout 
surgery. Prof Dr Taylan Önyay explained that this 
technique reduces the isoflurane requirement by 
50% and smooths recovery which is an approach 

that he is encouraging in his teaching. Other 
memorable activities included a hepatic anatomy 
class taught in Turkish which we followed in 
Latin, and a lecture from Prof Dr Abdurrahman 
Aksoy on ethics and implementation of the 3Rs 
for defining certain welfare standards in Turkey.

Our final academic visits included the Samsun 
Bird Sanctuary and Avian Medicine Hospital where 
Celestine helped to release two injured raptors – 'a 
once-in-a-lifetime moment' – and two private clinics. 
We noticed the limited involvement of the client in 
the patient's treatment which typically occurs in a 
private consult room whilst the owner is occupied in 
the waiting room with refreshments. The patient split 
heavily favours cats, with an estimated 70:30 ratio 
compared to dogs, opposite to some UK practices.

My personal highlight was the honour of breaking 
fast with an Iftar meal on the final day of Ramadan, 
joined by the chair of the Sinop-Samsun Veterinary 
Council. The dishes and company were delightful, 
the whole occasion brimming with joy. We were 
also treated to a bonfire with traditional Turkish 
songs and a day trip to Sinop, known for its beautiful 
Erfelek waterfalls, coastal fortifications and manti 
dumplings! Home to one of Turkey's only fjords, I 
would return in a heartbeat to swim in the crystal 
waters. Jess reflected, 'The view from the mountain 
road as we sang on the bus was unforgettable'. 
Each evening, we strolled along the promenade 
reflecting on everything we'd learned and planning 

Observing surgery at the University Clinic

(Continued from page 21)
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our return. Brodie Gibson, a 5th year will be 
returning shortly for EMS (extra-mural studies) at 
the University Hospital and I hope to return in 2026.

Why IVSA Matters…
IVSA is a global student-run organisation with 
over 38,000 members. Each year a European 
symposium and international congress are held 
to convene the membership and discuss the 
future of the international veterinary student 
community. However, at its heart are exchanges 
like this—designed to foster learning, friendship, 
and cultural exchange. As Brodie expressed, 'This 
trip highlighted differences in teaching structure, 
surgical technique, specialisation, but also 
surprising similarities, like a demanding focus on 
anatomy, split curriculum and a familiar student 
camaraderie. It gave me a chance to reflect on 
what each institution could learn from the other. 

'My personal highlight was 
the honour of breaking fast 
with an Iftar meal on the 
final day of Ramadan, joined 
by the chair of the Sinop-
Samsun Veterinary Council.'

From anatomy labs to hospital wards, rap quizzes to 
fjord hikes, this exchange connected students from 
across the continent in a powerful way. IVSA enables 
us to engage with global leaders like Prof Aksoy, 
Prof Wood and Prof Broom, who earlier this year 
spoke to us on animal sentience and sustainability. 
These are exceptional people we would otherwise 
not have collaborated with outside of this program.

This exchange was a personal triumph, I couldn't 
be happier to see all the students we brought 
together and the pride that I felt at our reception 
in Samsun but also a triumph for IVSA Cam. This 
marks the revival of a vital society within our Vet 
School, a window into another world of veterinary 
practice and a door to lasting collaboration. We 
hope to return for EMS placements and to maintain 
this partnership through future exchanges and 
IVSA events, including the 1st Pan-Hellenic 
and European Veterinary Students Congress 
in Greece (which a few of us have just returned 
from) and the 74th IVSA Congress in Taiwan. 

Thank you to everyone: students, faculty, and 
friends who made this journey possible. A 
special thanks to Camvet for their sponsorship, 
without which we wouldn't have enjoyed such 
a diverse experience. We look forward to our 
next exchange which may take us to Egypt!

Raptor rehabilitation at Kuş Cenneti

Meeting the Dean of the Veterinary School in Samsun

symposium and international congress are held 
to convene the membership and discuss the 
future of the international veterinary student 
community. However, at its heart are exchanges 
like this—designed to foster learning, friendship, 
and cultural exchange. As Brodie expressed, 'This 
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Your gift of 
a lifetime

Over the years The Queen’s Veterinary School Hospital has 
benefited greatly from people remembering Camvet in their 
Wills. Legacies have provided a vital source of funding for 
all areas.

The Cancer Therapy Unit – the first one in Europe – would 
not have been possible without a generous bequest from 
an individual donor. Another major legacy in 1989 allowed 
Cambridge Veterinary School to establish the world’s first 
Chair in Animal Welfare. Legacies gave a substantial boost 
to our shareourcare Campaign for three major projects: the 
Small Animal Surgical Suite; the Equine Diagnostic Unit and 
the Peter Jackson Farm Animal Centre. Our HOPE Appeal for 
a new radiotherapy machine was greatly helped by people 
remembering Camvet in their Wills and more recently, thanks 

to two major bequests, the Trust and the Department of 
Veterinary Medicine already had a substantial amount of money 
towards the £3million building cost for new and refurbished 
areas to provide; new Consulting Rooms, relocation of the 
Clinical Pathology Laboratory; a new pharmacy; new office 
accommodation for clinicians and veterinary interns; a Clinical 
Skills Teaching Centre and relocation of the Camvet Office to 
within the Hospital.

Alongside these major developments, legacies have enabled 
Camvet to purchase much needed equipment for the Hospital 
– from orthopaedic drill sets to vet beds and kennels. Every gift, 
no matter how large or small, is vital to the work of Cambridge 
Veterinary School and helps us plan for the future with more 
confidence.

If you would like a copy of our Legacy Leaflet please get in 
touch or, to speak to one of our small friendly team about 
Wills, call the Camvet Office on 01223 764475 / 337630 
or email trust.office@vet.cam.ac.uk

Chair in Animal Welfare. Legacies gave a substantial boost 
to our shareourcare Campaign for three major projects: the 
Small Animal Surgical Suite; the Equine Diagnostic Unit and 
the Peter Jackson Farm Animal Centre. Our HOPE Appeal for 
a new radiotherapy machine was greatly helped by people 
remembering Camvet in their Wills and more recently, thanks 

Veterinary School and helps us plan for the future with more 
confidence.

If you would like a copy of our Legacy Leaflet please get in 
touch or, to speak to one of our small friendly team about 
Wills, call the Camvet Office on 
or email trust.office@vet.cam.ac.uk
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